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Supplementary Viewpoint Review 
 
The brief and background 
The following appraisal has been put together to provide a supplementary visual assessment of effects on 
the A1 to the east of the proposed Wandylaw Wind Farm. This provides clarification to help determine the 
potential visual effects on users of the A1.  It is based on the submitted scheme, which consists of 10 
turbines broadly arranged in an informal pattern, with proposed turbine towers up to 80m high to nacelle and 
with a rotor diameter of up to 90m giving a blade tip height of up to 125m.  It is illustrated on Figure 1a, which 
has been developed in line with the original 12 photomontages submitted with the original Environmental 
Statement (ES) in terms of viewing distances and field of view.  
 
Viewpoint Appraisal Methodology 
The assessment draws upon the established Countryside Agency methodology (Landscape Character 
Assessment Guidance, 2002) and other recognised guidelines, in particular the Landscape Institute and 
Institute of Environmental Management & AssessmentÕs Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessment, second edition, published in 2002 (GLVIA); the Scottish Natural Heritage Commissioned 
Report F01AA303A, Visual Assessment of Windfarms Best Practice, University of Newcastle (2002); and the 
Visual Representation of Windfarms Good Practice Guidance, Scottish Natural Heritage (2006). 
 
The methodologies and guidance identified above, commonly aim to systematically appraise the existing 
landscape condition, to identify all the significant physical and visual characteristics and assess their quality 
or value as well as the perceived, visual amenity value.  These then provide a baseline against which the key 
effects can be predicted and evaluated and their magnitude and significance assessed in a logical and well 
reasoned fashion. 
 
Extent of Visibility 
As identified in the submitted ES, the purpose of the visual assessment is to firstly determine the extent of 
the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) of the development (the area of land from within which it may be 
possible to see any part of the proposed development) and secondly to determine how visible the proposals 
would be on general visual amenity, from principal representative viewpoints and on various visual receptor 
groups.   
 
The computer generated ZTVÕs, previously submitted with the original ES (Figures 8.4-8.5) identified the key 
stretches of the landscape and coastal hinterland, from which the proposed wind farm development may 
theoretically be visible within the agreed 20km radius. These original viewpoints were assessed and agreed 
by the planning officer during scoping of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).  It should be noted 
however, that the ZTVsÕ generally make no allowance for any local screening effects that may arise due to 
existing vegetation or existing built development.  As a result they give an exaggerated impression of the 
potential degree of visual exposure of a proposed development and therefore present an unrealistic worst-
case scenario.  
 
Visual Receptors 
As the ES discusses, a range of visual receptors will potentially be affected by the proposed development of 
the site.  It is expected that those whose principal preoccupation is with the enjoyment of the outdoor 
environment and the open countryside will be more sensitive to visual changes. The viewpoint appraisal 
below will be discussed in relation to the key receptor group i.e. travellers on the A1 who have a transitory 
nature of view. The ES methodology identifies this receptor group as having medium sensitivity. 
 
 



Supplementary Viewpoint Appraisal 
It is accepted practice within GLVIA, to select and agree upon a number of representative viewpoints that lie 
within the visual envelope of the development.  These will ideally include a broad range of sensitive 
viewpoints and visual receptor groups from which the assessment of both of the existing baseline conditions 
and effects arising from the proposed development will be assessed.  This will determine how visible the 
proposals will be from specific locations and will help gauge the anticipated effects upon general visual 
amenity.  
 
The following supplementary viewpoint appraisal provides clarification to help determine the potential visual 
effects on users of the A1.   
 
Viewpoint 1A – A1 North of the Wandylaw Site Entrance 
This viewpoint is located on the A1 approximately 2km to the east of the nearest turbine of the proposed 
Wandylaw Wind Farm development (refer to Figures 1a for details). It illustrates the view from the key visual 
receptor group of travellers on the A1.  Looking west (and perpendicular to the direction of travel) towards 
the site from this viewpoint, the view available embraces a slightly undulating and ascending landscape 
which foreshortens and encloses the view fairly uniformly in the near middle distance.  The view is therefore 
focused on the immediate foreground and the rising farmland, the well vegetated field boundaries and the 
blocks of intermediate woodland cover.  
 
Although fairly rural in its aspect this constrained view does include a couple of built elements, which exist 
primarily along the A1 highway but also in the far distance to the north where a telecommunications tower is 
present.  The overall quality of the view is judged to be Medium given the simplicity and restricted nature of 
the view with a lack of any significant features. The travellers on the A1, with a Medium level of sensitivity to 
change, are identified as the principal visual receptor group at this location.  However, as the supplementary 
photomontages (Figures 1b and 1c) indicate the restricted and transitory, local nature of the view, moderates 
the relative sensitivity of the view to change, from the surrounding area and other representative receptors 
where the ascending landform and significant blocks of vegetation play a key role in providing further 
enclosure and screening.  
 
Viewpoint Appraisal 1A 
From this viewpoint (Figure1a), located approximately 2km to the east of the nearest proposed turbine, the 
turbines would occupy approximately 35¡ of the illustrated 90¡ view as indicated in Figure 1a (which is at 
right angles to the direction of traffic).  As the wireframe and photomontage indicate, the nacelles and blades 
of all ten turbines will be seen, but the ascending landform and vegetation obscure significant sections of the 
columns and all of the bases and the turbines will be seen to sit behind the horizon line.  The arrangement 
when viewed from this point will be seen as three separate rows of turbines with increased spacing to the 
south.  There is then a slight detachment in the composition to the nearest turbine (turbine1).  Also within the 
view the undulating landform and vegetated blocks, together with the roadside features and a larger scale 
beyond the illustrated view, do provide further scale and context to the view.   
 
Given the close distance from the viewpoint to the turbines and the above factors, the magnitude of effect is 
judged to be High. Since the sensitivity to change of the key visual receptor group of travellers on the A1 is 
considered to be Medium, the overall significance of effect from this transitory viewpoint location is assessed 
as Major. 
 
Supplementary viewpoint 1B  
From viewpoint 1b, located approximately 2km to the east of the nearest proposed turbine, the turbines 
would occupy approximately 30¡ of the illustrated 90¡ view as indicated in Figure 1b.  As the wireframe and 
photomontage indicate, the nacelles of all ten turbines will be seen, but the more rolling character of the 
ascending landform and vegetation obscure more significant sections of turbines from this location.  The 
arrangement when viewed from this point will be seen as two separate rows of turbines to the north, followed 
by a cluster of three with an equal separation to the nearest single turbine (turbine1).  Also within this view 
the undulating landform and vegetated blocks, together with the roadside features and telegraph masts do 
provide further scale and context to the view.   
 
Given the close distance from the viewpoint to the turbines, and the above factors the magnitude of effect is 
judged to be Medium - High. Since the sensitivity to change of the key visual receptor group of travellers on 
the A1 is considered to be Medium, the overall significance of effect from this viewpoint location is assessed 
as Moderate – Major. 



 
Supplementary viewpoint 1C  
From viewpoint 1c, located approximately 2.1km to the south east of the nearest proposed turbine, the 
turbines would occupy approximately 23¡ of the 90¡ view as illustrated in Figure 1c.  As the wireframe and 
photomontage indicate, only the nacelles of eight turbines will be seen from this viewpoint (once again at 
right angles to the forward view of an A1 traveller), with the rolling character of the ascending landform and 
significant vegetation pattern playing a more prominent role in the view and serving to obscure the proposed 
development from this location.  The arrangement when viewed from this point will again be seen (as for 1b) 
as two separate rows of turbines to the north, followed by a cluster of three with an equal separation to the 
nearest single turbine (turbine1).  They will also be seen to sit for some way beneath the undulating horizon 
line. 
 
As well as the rolling landscape character restricting views from this location, there are a number of other 
significant built elements which add complexity to the view, including a line of telegraph poles, which extend 
across the majority of the view and help to focus the view to the ascending foreground.  Given these factors 
the magnitude of effect is judged to be Low - Medium. Since the sensitivity to change of the key visual 
receptor group of travellers on the A1 is considered to be Medium, the overall significance of effect from this 
viewpoint location is assessed as Minor – Moderate. 
 
Summary of Effects on receptor groups 
The above appraisal provides a range of effects on the traffic along the A1 corridor. In isolated locations 
close to the development with open views, the scheme would be likely to result in a significant effect on the 
amenity of users of the A1.  However, it should be emphasised that, due to the undulating landform and 
significant vegetated character of the local landscape surrounding the site, the changes in effect from Major 
to Minor-Moderate take place over a very short distance of 1km. Furthermore, the very transitory nature of 
this oblique view would indicate that significant effects will be limited to a very local area along the A1. With 
regard to other representative receptors in the area, the significant changes in landform and vegetation 
pattern will also typically isolate and moderate the significance of effect on the receptor groups where they 
exist along the A1 corridor (and within the ZTV).  This is demonstrated by the existing viewpoint assessment 
within the ES. 
 
Summary of Effects for turbines 1 and 2 
As the three photomontages indicate there are a range of viewing experiences that will be theoretically 
available from these near viewpoints to the east.  However, it is considered that the composition of the ten 
turbines will be seen as a single development.  The only case where this may be different is from the 
northern most viewpoint (1a) where more oblique views suggest that turbine 1 may appear slightly detached 
from the rest of the fairly regular layout.  It is also to be noted though, that the transitory nature of the view 
will limit the extent of separation further. 
 
Taking these points into account, it is considered that the above assessment together with the 
supplementary photomontages compliment and further confirm our original findings within the submitted ES. 
 


